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Big Country CASA is a proud affiliate of National
CASA/GAL, and we are honored to stand
alongside this trusted national network in our
work for children. We are also grateful to have
received a recent volunteer recruitment grant,
which will help us expand advocacy and ensure
more children have a voice in court.

Every time you answer a phone call, file a court
report, attend a hearing, or sit beside a child
who has been through more than any child
should—you change the trajectory of a life.
As a CASA volunteer, you are the reason
children in foster care are heard in court. You
provide stability in a system defined by change.
You bring clarity where there is confusion. You
stand steady when everything else feels
uncertain.

This newsletter is for you—to say thank you, to
remind you why your role matters, and to invite
you to help us grow the circle of advocacy for
children across the Big Country.

Thank You for Showing Up
—Again and Again April is National Volunteer Month, a time to

celebrate the power of service and the impact of
people who step forward to make a difference. As
Big Country CASA volunteers, you are part of
something much bigger—a nationwide network of
more than 70,000 CASA and GAL volunteers who
advocate for over 200,000 children each year, and a
Texas network that serves more than 60,000
children statewide annually through local CASA
programs. Through your advocacy here in the Big
Country, you help strengthen a movement that
ensures children across Texas and the nation have a
trusted voice in court when they need it most.

National Volunteer Month

“My last day will be April 7 ! It’s been a good run! th

I am so fortunate to have gotten the opportunity to
work with you all, whether it was through recruitment,
community engagement, or in the office! 

Please know that I am sending 
all my love and positivity to Big 
Country CASA!

Dana Ward”

Farewell, Friends!

Please reach out
to staff or
supervisors if
you are feeling
overwhelmed or
in need of
assistance!

CFE Tool of the Month
CFE launched a new tool, the Ring of Hope—a set
of activity cards with simple actions like walking
barefoot, listening to music, and journaling to
help children and families cope in the moment.

Cases Needing CASAs
If you have the bandwidth to take
another case, please reach out to

Selma. Judge Propst needs you
and the kids do too.



Summer New Volunteer Training 

Overall needs of applicants will determine class
times – If this session becomes an evening class,
times will match other sessions.

Thurs May 28th @ 9am – 10:30am –
Orientation/Hand out books and instructions
Mon June 1st @ 8:45am – 12:15pm
Thurs June 4th @ 8:45am – 12:15pm
Mon June 8th @ 8:45am – 12:15pm
Thurs June 11th @ 8:45am – 12:15pm
Mon June 15th @ 8:45am – 12:15pm
Thurs June 18th @ 8:45am – 12:15pm

Please feel free to attend to refresh your CASA
knowledge. Let Jennifer know so she can have
dinner for you.

April CEU Opportunities:
Lunch and Learn -April 8  Taylor Woods- TX WFSth

Keep an eye out for other opportunities!

Tour de Abilene Dates:
April 14th @10:00am @ Hendrick Home for
Children: 2758 Jeanette St, Abilene, TX 79602

Reminder:
You have about 9 months to get your 12 hours of
CEUs for the year! Please contact Jen at
jenniferlemke@bigcountrycasa.org if you have
any questions.

In Person:
April 2 , 9:00-10:00am @ Monks Coffee Housend

April 9 , 10:00-11:00am @ Tea2Go (N)th

Volunteers are Welcome to 
Attend Info Meets and Bring a Friend!

Big Country CASA will be
assisting Communities in

Schools with their coffee
sleeves for Mental Health
Awareness Month. Please

grab a couple coffee
sleeves to color with

your CASA Kiddos from
Dana!

Quote of the month:
"The greatness of a community is most accurately

measured by the compassionate actions of its
members." — Coretta Scott King

Check out the Back to
School Resource Fair &
Family Fun Day Facebook
page! Big Country CASA
helps host this community
event every year. Please
share with your families
and neighbors!

Fun Run 2026!
Click the image for a link to
register to run our 5K!

Follow the link below to sign
up to volunteer!
https://runsignup.com/Race/V
olunteer/TX/Abilene/BigCount
ryCASASuperhero5K

Confidential
Companions!
We know that being a
CASA volunteer is
hard on the heart!
Please know that you
are more than
welcome to have a
Confidential
Companion if you are
interested! Reach out
to Jen at
jenniferlemke@bigco
untrycasa.org for
more information!

CASA BUZZ

APRIL 2026

Receivership 

Due to concerns about DFPS resuming the responsibility for
the oversight of the placement of children in foster care in the
Dallas area overseen by EMPOWER, which is 2INgage's sister
program through TFI, we believe we need to be aware of the
legal proceedings and what has been filed. 

We are hosting a zoom call on Wednesday, April 8th, at 6:30
p.m. to discuss the receivership documents filed and case
details on one of our Taylor County cases and answer any
questions we can. Most importantly is for each of you to be
aware of DFPS being appointed by the court to resume
responsibility and oversight for the children in foster care
from that region. An email with the link is forthcoming along
with the legal documents.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61559336894394
https://runsignup.com/Race/TX/Abilene/BigCountryCASASuperhero5K
https://runsignup.com/Race/Volunteer/TX/Abilene/BigCountryCASASuperhero5K
https://runsignup.com/Race/Volunteer/TX/Abilene/BigCountryCASASuperhero5K
https://runsignup.com/Race/Volunteer/TX/Abilene/BigCountryCASASuperhero5K
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