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Honoring A Champion For Children

Big Country CASA extends heartfelt gratitude to Judge April Propst, as she concludes her service on the
bench. Throughout her tenure, Judge Propst demonstrated a steadfast commitment to justice, fairness,
and the well-being of children and families. Judge Propst’s courtroom was defined by thoughtful
consideration, careful listening, and a deep understanding of the complexities faced by children involved
in the child welfare system. CASA volunteers, staff, and partners consistently observed her respect for the
vital role CASA plays in giving children a voice during some of the most vulnerable moments of their lives.

Judge Propst’s leadership helped foster a collaborative environment where child-centered decision-
*= making remained the highest priority. Her support of CASA volunteers—and her appreciation for advocacy
grounded thorough investigation and compassion—strengthened our ability to serve children with integrity and purpose.
Because of Judge Propst, CASA volunteers were empowered to share their recommendations with confidence, knowing the
court valued informed advocacy rooted in the best interests of the child. With gratitude and best wishes, Big Country CASA, our
volunteers, staff, and the children we serve — THANK YOU, Judge Propst, for being a Champion for Children. We wish you

continued success, fulfillment, and happiness in all that lies ahead.

MAY IS...
NATIONAL
FOSTER CARE
MONTH

Gordon Gloria proudly presented Carrie Casada with the :
Volunteer of the Quarter Award at the April board meeting. Strengthened by Connections
Carrie shared what being a CASA means to her, anq showed May is National Foster Care Month.
the heart she has for those she serves. Her passion for
advocating is truly inspiring. Thank you for all you do!

This year’s theme - “Engaging Youth, Building Supports,
Strengthening Opportunities”, reflects a top priority for
children and youth in foster care: ensuring they leave

care with strong relationships, holistic supports, and real

Could You Survive a Month in opportunities to thrive.

Foster Care? Key Areas of Focus:
We need volunteers to help. Engaging Youth: Centering young people’s voices and
lived experiences in case planning and decision-making.

We're excited to partner with FDLIC and First Baptist Bullding § Hs: E g aworks of .
Church to host a Foster Care Simulation on Wednesday, Hiding Supports: Expanding networks of mentors,
. . family, and community resources so youth are not
July 29, 2026. This is a great opportunity to earn - L
- . . . navigating their journey alone.
continuing education hours while gaining an even greater Strengthening Opportunities: Increasing access to
understanding of the struggles of our children and their education, workforce preparation, and stable housing to
families. This is an insightful and interactive opportunity to help youth build fulfiling, independent lives.

help increase the awareness of CASA, recruit volunteers
and gain 4 training hours. Please come and share your
experience with staff from FDLIC to help make this a

successful event. BCCwill be
I . . . closed Monday,
Volunteers will either be playing a role in the case or serving as a May 25
professional, and helping guide participants in the simulation. = ay
in observance of
MEMORIAL DAY... .
Contact Jen with questions: Jenniferemke@bigcountrycasa.org A'DAY TO HONOR Memorial Day
AMERICA'S BRAVEST
SONS AND DAUGHTERS
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Summer New Volunteer Training

® Thurs. May 28th @ 9am - 10:30am -
Orientation/Hand out books and instructions

* Mon. June 1st @ 8:45am - 12:15pm

Thurs. June 4th @ 8:45am - 12:15pm

Mon. June 8th @ 8:45am - 12:15pm

Thurs. June 11th @ 8:45am - 12:15pm

Mon. June 15th @ 8:45am - 12:15pm

Thurs. June 18th @ 8:45am - 12:15pm

Please feel free to attend & refresh your CASA
knowledge.

May CEU Opportunities:
May Lunch and Learn:
May 19th @12:00pm - DPS - Human Trafficking

Tour de Abilene Dates:
June 10th @10:00am @ Abilene Recovery Council,
104 Pine St., #205, Abilene, TX 79602

REMINDER: You have about 8 months to get your
12 hours of CEUs for the year! Please contact Jen
at jenniferlemke@bigcountrycasa.org

if you have any questions.

Please join us in welcoming
our newest Court Appointed
Special Advocates!

Jonathan Woodroof Abby Dudensing

& Amanda Field

’ We have a few Birthdays
this month here at Big Country
# CASA! Join us in wishing
W Linda Gabriel,
Alex Garcia, &
BI RT H DAY Lee Ann Millender

Happy Birthday!

& Johanna Garzon

Do you know a child who is grieving?

It was our Pleasure
to Par+icipa+e in the
Resource Fair

Abilene Campus

"I didn't cause it. I can't change it. I can deal with it. I can overcome it!"

Grief day camp for children
entering 3rd - 12th grade.

Camp Courage 2026, June 1.5
Junel-4]|8am.-1pm
Hendrick Hospice Care Center
1651 Pine Street
June 5|9 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
Abilene Zoo

Maore details and to apply:
hendrickhospice.org/campeourage

We want to helpl

Questions? Email campcourage@hendrickhealth.org,
Chidrer's =
‘HH\DRL" “GEW OW"H-" or call 325-670-3297.

New Employee
BCC would like to announce our new
Recruitment & Community
Engagement Specialist, Monica
Stovall. She comes to us with a
background in Oil & Gas, a Paralegal
Degree, and years of volunteer &
advocating experience - both on the
personal and professional level. She
looks forward to bringing her passion
and knowledge to our team. Most of
all, she brings a heart to serve.

Employee Spotlights

Congratulation's to
Gordon Gloria, our Big
Country CASA Advocate
Supervisor, on his 5 Year
work anniversary! We
appreciate you!

Congratulation's to
Jennifer Lemke, our Big
Country CASA Training
Director, on her 2 Year
work anniversary! We
appreciate you!

Quote of The Month:

“It is not necessarily the length of our life that determines our legacy, it is more the length of the shadow of our influence that
defines what legacy we leave behind.” - Boyd Bailey
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